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How to answer the outside (or inner) voices that ask you:
AWhat in the world are you doing?

Spiritual, social, academic, and personal advantages!
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Just Starting to Homeschool?

What in the world are you doing?
01997Renée Ellison, reised 2007

Some parents toy with the @ef starting to homeschool but give up, either for fear
of what friends and relatives will say, or because they are just not all that convinced
that homeschooling is really any better than the way their children are currently
being educated.

Those who hae been in the homeschooling movement for some time would answer
that he longer one is in the movement, the more apparepodigvetradeoffs

become After a few years, it seems obviouBut if you are just beginningyr are
considering homeschootina look at some of the benefits all stacked up at once may
buttressyour resolve.

So, to clarifythe issuesgit's take a look at what homeschooling does for your child
spiritually, acadenaially, and socially Then we can consider what it does for ysu
the parent.

Spiritually

Homeschooling parents desire to raise godly seed, knowing that their children are eternal
beings whose character will matter greatly in the next Iifieey believe that these are
fitraining days for reigning days.They see tat down the road their careful, thorough
training will yield glorious results: wise, stable, secure, mature adults destined for leader
ship in this world and the nexHomeschoolers don't view this work casually or as an
afterthought, but pursue it withrgyerful deliberatenessl hey seek to cultivate a lover

God and an obediente God in response to beimgade andedeemedby God.

This means that they teach history as-st@y indeed from start to
finish. It means, too, that they help their cinéd locate His daily \ -

paths of righteousness now in the light of that history.

Homeschooling parents seek to shape their children's character both by inspiration and by
discipline in the actual execution of each trait (loyalty, folihmough, a cheerfulourte-

nance, etc.) They help their children remain steadfast in their devotion to Christ while
deflecting the wiles of the DevilThey believe that children are primarily the parents'
responsibility-- they alone will be held accountabl&hey believehat that responsibility
continues well past the age of fivAnd finally, they believe that children, for the most

part, do not make good missionari@dost youth follow the pack.
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In short, they seek to separate their children from those who aragusradiong into the
public school's curriculum based on last month's media crises, peer cloning, egaitari
inoculation against perverseness, toe to toe authority challenges, exagge@tedpation
with holiday mania, universal common backgrotonydshared existential TV viewing
(causing everyone's childhood to be exactly like everyone else's), testinigndapigieon
holing, numbness to life skills, deadness to Golat's all It would be like...let's see...like
the Jews giving their childn to the Egyptians to educate before the Exodus.

Academically
Homeschooling parents believe that tutoring is the shortest distance between two points
\ ; Historically, it has been the education of choice for royal families, future
Suas  military generals, compmers, and other leaderistead of plowing through
/i\ curriculum, one is able to teach for mastery (i.e., you don't turn the page until
— the child has mastered the content of that paGeades are not necessary
l in this homeschooling systenit would be r@her like grading the growth
———J) of a tulip. Whatever is it for? Tutang enables one to cover lots of
material faster and deeper, without wasting time forming lines, taking

recess breaks, head counts, and waiting upon endless administrative inter
ruptions.

Tutoring provides a quiet environment in which to cultivate a long attention span, and
allows for developing complex thought patternsomething denied entirely by current
flashing techniques used by the media to overpower and coiitielworld thruss at us
information outside of a contexAnd they call that an education?

Many additional pedagogical benefits accrue to heammolers:

1. The tutor knows the strengths and weaknesses of the children very well, so there is no
slipping through the cracKesr weeks at a time.

2. The teacher can focus on developing excellence in all that is undertaken.

3. The instructor transfers his/her own contagious lifetime love of learning to the student.

4. Time is available for pursuing in greater measure other goals suchsas athletic
chalenges, life skills, and business savvy.

5. Children are not exhausted with academics because they had to perform them at school
and then again as homework at night.

Socially

Like it or not, the major influence in any school (other than
homeschool) is the other ctiien The social imprinting is naturally
absorbed The modeling is limitlessSchool is seveplus hours of
conditioning by someone other than yothere is just no question
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that mentoring with adults yields far more thdoes prolonged association with unmoni
tored peers An eightyearold cannot mentor another eigygarold because he lacks an
experence base to make him wis€he book ofProverbs reminds us thdoolishness is
bound up in the heart of a childndthatfiwhen you walk with the wise, you will be wise.

The most frequent question asked of homeschoelatmost a knegerk response- is
fAren't you worried about socializatiomThe answer i§iYes, and that's why I'm removing
my child from negativeocialization, wanting only positive socialization, pibality, ser
vice.0 Many parents ask their children to go play somewhere-gisteout of the house;
give me spaceBut it is precisely during playtime that much of tearlysocializdaion can
betrained Far better to have children play under foot so we can guide them to choose
godly responsesin addition, this allows us to help them process anythingtivegiat

they may experiencelrue socialization is learning to interact with all ages.

Children exposed to worldly unscreened influencesatiorithose influences faster than
the Bubonic Plague, however subtle its appearance mayclear down to the crossing of
arms and sulking.

while you train your childrenYou will be the first one in your family He
will shape Discipling your own children day after day will develop
reserves of patience that you never thoughsiptes of a mere mortal
Consistency willmove from theory to reality because you will HAVE to be consistent in
order to live with one another all day, every d8ut the up side is that you won't have to
spend time undoing and redoing what the school destroyed|l be able to move from
strength to strength and see great strides in a training that is cumuletstant, joyful
obedience can be yours, after all!

D C  You
/,,)g % Now on toyou. What happens to you in the pros@sGod disciples you
3 t

Homeschooling gets you organized and establishes right prioritiese is less and less
time for the wrong oneskExcess shoppg, TV watching, long fruitless phone conversa
tions will make way for more noble uses of your tinfiewill serve to steer you away from
selfish tendencies and the appetites of your own flegk will begin to happen in the
home rather than somewhaise, because you'll BE at home more.

You will love the flexibility of schedule No more panicked mad dashes to send children
off on long bus rides in the morning; no more sldeprived nights that lead to sickness.

In addition, you'll be able to talelvantage of incidental teaching at optimum moments
You'll get to make up the gaps in your own education, quickening againl@niffeppéte
for learning that got dulled out of you by academic institutiddemeone saidj e beauty
of homeschoolings that it educates two generations at oadéyou are not an avid reader
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already, you will become one simply in order to stay ahead of your children! You'll see
whole areas of academics bloom into personal passions as you lead yareéndhiio thee
delights Yours will be the creme de la creme of careds G. K. Chesterton said,

fiHow can it be a large career [donning one of the world's professions] to tell other people's
children about one narrow thing and a small career to tell one's ddrenhabout the uni
verse®

After embarking on homeschooling you'll view child rearing differently, not in terms of just
mere maintenance, but because you'll have your children's souls and spirits in the palm of
your hand during their most formative ygalyou'll bond well for a lifetime of caring and
loving.

Homeschooling returns the dominion of your child to.y@ho really wants their ctdren
raised by someone else anyway, once they take a long hard look at it? When you place
your child under thauthority of another adult, you transfer the submission of your children
to that adult You may no longer be the last word to your chitldbw soon do you want to
give up that privilege? God gives it to you for a long whi¥t®u may regret selling it

cheaply like Esau's birthright for a pot of porridgéor your temporary corenience or to
pursue a larger income for your family.

When you commit to homeschooling, you'll be refined by the circumstaiYoasll grow
ever more dependent on the Lord dnege when it gets tough it's your commitment to be
obedient to Him, not to homeschool, that keeps you going.

Now | et 6s Inemytacticct s o me e

As soon as the homeschooling idea settles into your bosom, lovingly landscaped by hope,
the Enemy will comd&nocking Knowing his tactics can give you power over him right
away.

1. He 61 | h i _hecompeaiencygudstion t
The first thing he will stalk you with is your ability to teach your own childrédfhat

makes you think you can educate your child? Whedentials do you have? Whatif 2
you omit something very important? What if you don't have the patience forg )

God will lead you We have this assurance from beginning to. eilae Word
tells us thafiHe gently leads those that are with yoaagd thafiwhen they take
you before the authorities, don't worry about what you shall sasil put my
words in your mouthd. He will give the energy, the strategy, the victory, and the
fruit. Consider Moses' mother, and Mary, the mothe¥edghua (JesusWhat kind
of credentials do you think THEY possessed? Mary must have done somethin
right, because when Christ was twelve the RabbiseciHim for three days
asking Him questionsMoses couldn't forget the impact of his early traininge
chose it agin as an adult.
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2. The intensity ofrelating

Then the Enemy attacks with feadill | be able to stand such intensity of interaction day

in and day out? I'll be all tangled up in each of my children's actual thinking processes and
learning styles Will | be able to take the sheer quantity of interchanges required in living

in such close relationship?

Many fears exist only in the mindRelaX You'll grow into it You'll adjust and adapt and
in the end you'll feel at a great loss withoutlttis all 90 enriching, so redlfe giving.

After a while, other life pales in comparisolt's like a young mother's first rude shock that
fithe baby needs me every mindteBut take the baby away, after several months, and the
mom goes crazy with longing, notdwing where in the world to put her arms and how to
cope with her empty lap.

The intensity of relating does cause friction (for strategiespsebowto booklet#69,
Teaching the Resistant StuderBut the homeschooling family is able to work it oatlg
rather than backing away from iThe alternative most parents choose is to ignore the fric
tion, allowing it to fester and erugometime dung adolescence.

3. Burnout

Our foe will attempt to erode your homeschooling resolveigerexhaustion But as one
veteran homeschooling mom saitf,ou can think you're
doing the worst job possible and miss huge chunks of time
[due to illness or a move] and still come out several grade
levels ahead of the public schaol!

The solution is to vary your schootj. Take a breakTry
working with only one child at a time for a few daygary theplaceyou do your
schooling Vary the subjectsBegin with the one you usually end witfiry shorter time
slots Have dad teach the awful subject for one weekénethenings Alternate the content
if there are too many subjects to cover all in one déyu can cover somef the subjects
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday, and others on Tuesday and Thussgagir how-to
booklet#61 onBurnoutfor additional stratgies

4. The enemy'sassault ongodly beginnings

He comes on hard at first, because if he can destroy something in infancy he takes captive
all of the mature, fulblown fruit as well So he goes after babies through abortion, robs
beginning ministries of wney, sabotages the first efforts of nearly everything-God

certered The answer? Just simply endurss Ephesians saysiHaving done all, to stanal.
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